Different Interpretations of Time

Ancient
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*everything goes toward progress/advancement(explains imperialism; problem: time doesn’t always = progress, sometimes it’s devolution

Modern/Post-modern
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*shows how different cultures make up one time, and how cultures evolve
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Yeats
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BOOM!
     BOOM!

   . . . . . . .

*getting further & further away from moral values; societies begin again, downfall, another society starts
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Hegel
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*winner advances and makes history, society progresses with time until utopia is reached

Rock Time

WHY ARE PERCEPTIONS OF TIME IMPORTANT?

· colors cultural viewpoints, create the Saran Wrap for history
· affects how people work (dangling carrot) and what things they do
· history is written by those w/ power—they have “access to the discourse”
PRINCIPLES OF HEGEL

· There are steps to attaining Spirit (transcendence; a.k.a. utopia)

· Time is dialogic/ dialectic (2 sides, like ‘dialogue’; ex.  man vs. man)

· 2 opposing forces in Darwinian struggle; one wins

· the one that wins is/causes progress

· no peace, since another takes its place in the dichotomy

· All cultures, point of social evolution:  society(utopia

· During this stage, we only see a partial truth (relative) @ any given time (the spirit of the age)

· Eventually there will be a cataclysmic event

· for Hegel it is an ultimate revolution/final victory

· This will bring about a perfect utopic society/world.

· Until then, we are in a dialectical, conflict-ridden world

· explains multiple points of view

· This results in what Hegel calls “master-slave narratives”

winner = good
loser = bad

(master)

(slave)

**Achebe says winner is not necessarily progress

· Master-slave narrative—history written by those w/ power

· Colonial powers vs. their “opponent” colonies

· Ex. Native Americans vs. British colonists
· Ex. India (and all else) vs. British
· Heart of Darkness¸ Things Fall Apart societies
· Ms. Miller, “Does globalism always occur in these terms?  Can we realistically envision it in any other way?”
· Yes:
Alex the Great absorbed cultures
· No:
always seen an master-slave relationship
· Both:
parts of cultures still washed off
· No:
although isolated tribes, competitions still exists—still master-slave
· Mr. Smelli:
“In the absorbing & melting, one subsumes the other.  Although 


more of one color in the mixture, smaller culture changes bigger 


culture.  Both change each others makeup.”
· Building of empire=oppression???
· No actual answer
· Writer is always affected (to some extent) by culture
· Extra info, not necessary, but FYI
· Nietzsche’s ubermensch, God is dead( people left to decide good & bad
· Sir Thomas Malthus: world population control (?)
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KEY:


@	= at, about


b/c	= because


w/	= with








_1066661045

_1066661150

_1066662562

_1066660064

_1066660745

